Salus Populi, «« 


OR THE 


CASE 
King and People. 


Modeſtly Handled, and Impartially Stated, 
very uſeful for theſe diſtracted Times. 


Seneca de Clem. /.1.c. 4 


Tamdiu a periculo aberit populis, quamdin ſciet ferre frenos, quos 
| fs quando abruperit, vel aliquo Caſu diſcuſſos reponi ſibi paſſus non 
erit, Hec unitas & hic maximi Imperii contextus in partes multas 
diſſuliet, idemque huic Urbi Dominandi finis erit, qui parendi fuerit, 
ideo Principes Regeſque &c. non eſt mirum amari ultra privatas eti- 

am Neceſſitudines. Ille (Rex) Vinculum per quod Reſpub. coheret, 
ille ſpirits Vitalis quem hec tot millia trahunt 91 hil ipſa per ſe futura, 
nifs onus & preda, fi mens illa Imperii ſubtrabatur, 

RegeIncolumi, mens omnibus una, 

Amiſlo, rupere Fidem. Virg. 

-| Tta ſe induit Reip. Ceſar, ut diduci alterum non poſſit ſine utrinſque 


pernicie, nam ut ullt viribus opus eſt ita & huic Capite. Sen. ibidem. 
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Printed for John Place, at Furnivals-Tnn Gate in 
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OR, 
The Casz of KING and PeorLE. 


Nh m— 


He Queſtion is, How Rightly and 

Truly to Underſtand the Natural and 
Genuine meaning of that Popular Poſetion 
or Maxim ,Salus Populi Suprema Lex, 


z4@c.ome Years ſince, Certain Men, who 
Q _ had little or nothing elſe todo, forg'd 
veg andbrought into.the Kingdom a new 

 Modell-of. Politie, as before they had 
9 brought into the Church 'a new 
| Syfeme of Divinity ; Men, who have 

indefatigably labour'd as under the 


| :4:an Tiberty. ( ly called Con- 
poco af Citing Fre, Os nh 


JMI 


(3) 
ſcience) to weaken the Power of all Church Govern- 
ment ;'So under the prerence of Civil Liberty, (other- 
wiſe nick-named the Liberty of the Subjet) to Un- 
dermine and Overturn the very Foundations of our 


On: Wo Thee "fr = 


If any ts be ithotw bitihen the 


Publick Pagon with yy ronts upon Majeſty, their 
--ontempt of the Laws of-the Land, their atious 
Breach of the Civil Peace ns wild and Aptolerable 
Tyvahky,” which! mid! Befices 
and Bounds of Eccleſiaſtical Lawes, _ om Af- 
feation of Parity,and other Anabaptiſtical Tacroach- 


ments upon the State, thoſe Wilful Incendiaries de- 

tended themſelves and their Indefenfible Proceedrngs, 

g0e. of all blowes with this (as wes chought 
rable Shield, this' Sls 

ther Authority of this Seatence ew tho- 

| rift Lawes, Kings, Priviledges, and Cuſtoms what- 


By their Looſe and Dangerous Tatethrecadiolf fere- 
vf;when-not-0aly-a Wicket, bur a.great Back-Door 
is opened, and.a Monſtrous wide Gap for Tumults, 
Sedirions, ang. all'manner'of Popular Licentiouſneſs. 
$0 era In.- 2 us, it is but too fabe 
. wo ve to 
pb Ag bor, Bi ther they Ki ” x 
y Know; the'rrue ſimp Gevuine 
of it, Yb gk © nar nr) Impaſe 
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to-favour #heir Goad Old Canſe how really bed foever; 
For, - (10! Hiy<4 ot | | | | 
; What more Eaſie then for one or more that are 
; Inclined (thro any, the Immoderate Irregular Paſſi- 
ons of Atabition, Covetouſneſs, Hatred, Wrath, En. 
vy, and the like) to rebel, and at the {ame time ſet 
on-foot. and ſtart Innovations and: Diſcontents in the 
State, to Colour all his or their private purpoſes with 
this Salus Popult? Search all the Annals and Records 
of Antiquity ; Peruſe all Hiftorians, Old, and New, 
Sacred and Profane, Forraign and Domeſtic, and you 
Will find ſuch things Aced Over and; Over. again, 
. under this ſtale pretence of: the Safety end Liberty of 
the People, by all 7raytors and Rebels of all times and 
p__ in the World , ſo that he may well paſs for an 
deot, or but few degrees removed from a Bedlam, 
who (hall ſuffer himiclt ro: be again Impoſed upon by 
| pretences of this Kind. ro 3 


But to the ſubject, and that the ſenſe of the Propo- 
ſition mey be made indiſputably clear, we will re- 
duce-it to-its Principles, or ſmple Terms, Examining 
theſe-fanple and apart: : :And/jtarkti comes to. be Con- 
ſidered tbe ſignification of the Word Salws, or Safety ; 
To underſtand which the. berter, give me leave to 
fuppoſe, That a man fancy or perceive his Honour or 
Liberty endanger'd ina matter of':{mall,. or (it may 
be) 'in a bufineſs' af yery great Importance, it were ' 
Folly or Weakneſs inſucha perſon inftantly and Im- 
portunately.to cry out, that he had perfedtly loſt his 
Health or Life; for it is nor a lintle' inconfiderable 
Hurt; or Wound, — which is Oppoſite:to ar 
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deftruQtive 
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deſtru&ive-of a mans Well-bei and Life, but Death 
as the Greeks rightly oppole DeftruRion to Salya- 
tion, Ty Zalwpig 1andneg, 


The Thing; bears great. reſemblance in the Body 
Politic or- the State, asin a fingle Body , by reafon of 
the Conteſt of Contrary Qualities in-a man's Body thro 
thePredominancy of Inward Heat or Cold, and thoſe 
Various AccidentaF changes from withont,it is a thing 
Utterly impoſſible thar a man jhould always enjoy 
fuch Entire and Perfe& Health, as to-be ever free from 
thoſe Diſtempers which now and anon affect this: or 
that part, ormember of the Natural Body, Again,it 
is poble that the Gout, or Toothach or Stone may 
Create and cauſe in ſuch a man very ſharp acute Pains, 
Diſtempers, and Aches, "which Ate one part-only, 
or he may keep his. Bed, . being ſenſibly AMiced all 
over his Body,not one part free ;'yet Under ſuch hard 
Circumſtances the ſame perſon inCommon Prudence 
- may not judge it convenient or 'ar "nr. much. leſs 

Abſolutely neceſſary to betake himſelf to Deſperare Re. 
wedies,' as if not only has habit of Health, but hiswery 
Health it ſelf were in Apparent and Manifeſt Danger. 


Agreeably inthe State or Body Politic, Prudent 
Men will not Inſtantly commit a Rape-upon the Laws, 
and fall foul upon.Eſtabliſhed:Ordznances;, nor ought 
any man to ftir upthe Rabble into Mutinys,: and Tu- 
mults, much leſs Drum and-Trumpet the Porters and 
Apprentices into open Rebellion ,, upon. Complaint 
made, or: a ſingle Grievance i ed by. this or that 
Popular petty Officer, or the. g — maa””4 
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this of that Rhetoricating Demagogue, whoſe /ntereſf 
it may be at the ſame time to animate the People into 
Commotions, and Inſurretions z to which end they 
ſhall never want one pretendedMiſdemeanour or other 
to Accuſe and Arraign King, Nobles, Governours, 
Ju and Magiſtrates of the Realm, for lafringing 
the Laws, for Delaying and Prolonging Clients Cav 

ſes and Suits, for negleRing their reſpeive Duties 
in one Particular or-other ; When at the ſame time to - 
aman with balf an Eye itis apparent enough, there 
ever was, and ever will be under the Beſt of Kings, 
and the Beſt of Governments, Opprefſions of the 
poorer ſort of Subjects, and other Grievances not a 
few, reſulting from the Corruption of Men in Power 
thro the fbvſe of their Authority ; to prevent or: 
Cure which perfei#ly, All Imaginable Care of Kings, 
and Induftry of Great and Unbiaſs'd men, and the [% 


verity of Lawes themſelves, (thz never ſo ftritt axd 


rigid) are not ſufficient. -. 


Now x upon the Diſcovery of ſach a Knave in Au- 
thority, if upon ſad Experience of ſuch an AQtor Ads 
of Injuſtice, fatious Men ſhall conclade them{clves -. 
ſufficiently Authoriz'd, and free in Contempt and 
Defiance of Lawes, to mutiny under pretence of prce - 


. moting the Publis Safety; or of their,own head to ſet 


things to rights without the Leave or Conſent of their 
Superiors ; Then Kingdoms and Commonwealths-. 
will 'be moſt 'Aſſuredly peſter'd with Rebels under 


: the name and inthe notion of moſt bleffed Reformers 


Frernally. Chrift foretold Mankind, Zzc. 17.7; that 


it-is Impoffible, but that Offences will come, = | 


4: 


the Apoſtle St. Pav/ hath told the World, 4 Cor. 5, 
| 20. That if men have not patience to brook now and 
then particular Injuries, then they muſt ce'n Leave 
the World, and go Look out ſome new £tlantis, or 
an'copian Countrey, or a Pl/atonian Republic, where 
his Laws are duly Executed, for in this Rigorous | 
ſenſe no man will ever find this Supreme Law tulfll'd ? 
inthisKnown and Habitable parr, as namely, That | 
the Satety of the People is fo to be Interpreted, that 
#0 Suljeit whatſoever, no not the Pooreſt, the Weakeſt, 
the MHeaneſt, may be injured or wronged by ſuch-as 
are his Equals or Superiors in this World. No doubt 
theUnreaſonableneſs of ſuch an Interpretation clearly 
appears to every man of Common Reaſon, and thar 
the Public Safety is then ſufficiently intended, when 
our Governours, (whoſe Intereſt as well as Honor and 
Puty it is to prote& the Kings Subjects, and to pro- 
vide Seaſonably and EffeQually for the Security of all 
and every Individual perſon) ſhall by his Providence 
and Care prevent the Dammage which would elſe | 
befall the Nation Unavoidably. by the Invaſions of | 
Forrein Enemies, or the Depredations and Plunder- 
1ngs, or Robberies and Violences of Home-bred Do- - | 
meſtic Villanies, 
Thus far concerning the True Meaning of the 
Word Safety. | 


In the next place let's Enquire into the meaning 
of this Word (People) and how rightly to underftand 
It in:this buſineſs. The People 15 ( as St. Auguſtine, 
De Civ, Det, 1.2,6.21. defines 4t out of Geero) a _ 

er 
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ber or Multitude of men living under the ſame Laws, 
helpful to, and helping one another for the mutual 
benefit of the Community ; by this Word (People) the 
Roman Citizens of whatever Order or Degree were 
formerly known, who confifted of Zhree Raxks or 
Orders, (not now to mention Monarchs, whether thoſe 
Kings who at firſt, or thoſe Emperours who afterwards. 
govern'd Rome.) 


The Firſt were the Patritis or Senators. Secondly, 
the Gentry. Thirdly, the Yu/ger and Znferiour ſort 
of people, Now to be able to judge, and infallibly 
apprehend , in what' ſenſe the Rowen Authors uſe 
this word people, the Reader muſt diligently heed the: 
Context, (if I may ſo ſpeak without offence) or the: 
adjoyning Circumſtances, which will be a very Eaſie 
matter to him that zegards the Oppoſite Terms as. 
they are by ſuch Writers laid together and Confron- 
ted; This is a certain never failing Rule to find out 
the true ſignification of this word People, in Roman: 
Authors, by whom tit is uſed three manner of wayes ; 
Primarily, (tho very rarely ) for the Inferiour and 
Meaner fort of the People, So the Poet meant in that 
Diſtribution or Diviſion , Dat Populus, Dat gratms: 
Eques, Dat thura Senatiss, 


The Senate, Gentry, and the People all; _ 
To Jove give Thanks, himGod and Saviour Call 


Where the people ſtanding in Oppoſition to the Senate,, 


or Lord, and the Gentry of Rome, muſt and can figni- 
fy no other, but the Mechanic; the Yulgar ſort-of"In- 


| (8) 
Secondly, this word People, in Rowen Writers,doth 
ſometime denote the Twolnferior Qrders of Romans 
nitedly in contradiſtinRion to that Firſt and Higheſt 
: Order of Lord, and Nobles or Senators. - To make 
this. Evident beyoad all contradiction, we are to un- 
derſtand, | 


"That upon the firſt Erection of a Commonwealth 
.1n Rowe, which was efteRually brought about upon 
 theExpullion of their Kings who fir govern'd Rowe, 


. the: Fathers or Senators relerved co themſelves a Pres: 


. rogative over and above their Fellow Citizens, and 
werecareful. for a ſtanding Teſtimony of their Supe- 
riority, to have themſelves known and Diftiaguiihed 
from the Common Herd by a Title of Honour pecu- 
liar to themſelves, Witneſs thoſe ſolema Formal Pre. 


faces to all their. Ordinances and Conſtitutions, So is 


pleaſed the Senate and the People of Rome ; and the Senate 
an 

form of words this Term People, comprehends as well 
the Gentry, as the Common and Ordinary people of Rome, 
Cackang analy the Senators, or Patricti, the Greateſt 
Perſons there, 


Thirdly, this word, People, fignifies in Rowan Wri- 
ters, all the Roman Citizens of þ gw axy Order or Rank 
whatſoever, Senators; Gentlemen, Commons or Yulgar, 
withoyt Diſcrimination, for upon.the Excluſion of 
- Kingly Government, and before the Emperours came 
in place and play, and by their Power Eſtabliſh'd a 
ſecond Monarchy oyer them, Rowe conſiſted of Zhyee 
Orgers, now when Roman Authors ſpeak of Conler- 


eople of Rome heve Decreed ſo and ſo,8&c. In which: 
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the Body National. Pl - of 


[9] 


ving Sefety, Dignity or Majeſty of the People, we muſt 
Ever Apprehend them in chis Cn * that Inter- 
Val of Monarchical Goverament which happened be- 

ween the. Kings and Emperours of Rome, it cuntinucd 
a Popular State. | phe 


I have dwelt upon this the longer, not onely 'he- 
caule the Proper lenſe of words depend upon the Uſe - 
of that people from whom rhe words themſelves have 
been handed over to us, but allo for two other ſpe- 
cial Reaſons, 7be £irſt, Leſt we ſhould be Seduccd 
and Trepan'd into Error by a wrong Verſion of any 
Ambiguous word, doubttul in its ſelf, and capable 
of Divers Conſtructions. Zhe Second is this, Leait by 
the bare ſound of the word rh any Injury ſhould 
Accrue to him who is in truth the Chief of the Commu- 
zity, and the Head of the People: both which Reaſons 
of what Importance they are in our preſent Inquiry, 
will be better underſtood by what followes 


This then I firſt Aﬀfirm, That the Word (People) 
2S all orher words importing an Aggregate Number, 
may be underſtood two wayes. Ah. -45 

Either ColleF#vely, fo as to denote the whole Entire 
Community of the State or Kingdom, (viz.) the Xing 
and Suljetts together, or Diſtributively and Separately, 
to ſignifie the Subjects onely ___ _— 
without the King, as the word Boay ſometimes figni- 


» 


fies Head and Members United, ſometimes 'the Men 


bers Abſtraited from the Head, which is the moſt Con? 


ſiderable, the Higheſt, agd moſt Principal Member of 


i.IO d 


_ ' Or the word, Famth, [vmerith&s Worhprehends i 


and every Domeſtic; as \ On, HO OLLNes, and 
the Maſter'of the Houſe who govetns thertft ; ſome. 
times onely the Governed, for whoſe Welfare it is the 
Maſter's Duty and Care to provide what'ts Requiſite : 
So the word, Army, now and then ſignifies the General 
| and his whole Regiments together, ſometime the Body 
of the Army without reſpett to the Head or Commander in 
Chief, Thus in the words Kingdom, Parliament, and 
others of that kind, which,imply an Aggregation or 
Accumylation.of many with Tegard to One Head cr 
Chief Man or Governour. i, 


Let theſe things be duly conſidered, and then [ct 
any. ſuch conſidering man judge, whether it be not 
conſiſtent with good Reaſon to coficlude it an {#7 of 
Malice (a Dangerous pne all the Horld mitſh grant it to 
be) to wreſt that word which denotes'the whole Com 
munity incluſovely, King a» well a4 Sabjet#, and to Ac- 
commodate and Attribute it ſolely. and, wholly to the 
Subje&.jn the Zater Acgeprarion thereof, /wviz.)) to 
the People alone, "Excluding the' Kirig who = the Prin- 
cipal Member. of this Body. | 


' */ Objettion. 


' But ſhould this be granted, how (Fall men'be able 
allaredly,to Know, and. Infallibly ra Chnclide; That 
ig this Aphoriſm-before us, Sale Popimiza&c:rhe word 
Peoph is70 be Underſtood in the former Senfe, that is 
ColleFtively, and not in the latter and A4b/rxFed Con 

frderation or Conſtruttion? | ” 
Anſw. 
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©O 1 9ow vd bob bo chiedr mths bas's vi 
ni 2290t une) Po 7 2 ide me nnici 
anſwer ; By the Common 4d Uſual, the Familiar 
and Ordinary Uſe of the, ward, and the Analogy or Re- 
| (mblauceof other words of the like. (enle. parallel to 
| it; and to, this purpole. take this. for a never. failing 
Canon an-Unerring Rule .in; the Interpretation of 
Words, 7 hat Colle&ive words are ever to be taken Col- 
kaively,uplels another or more words conjoyn'd with 
| it alter. or,reftrain the. Natural Latitude thereof ; As 
; for, Ce Coli1ſ. Chriſt, is the Head of his Body 
' the Church, it is evident here trom the word Zead, 
| cagjoynd im the/Text torhe word Boap,that the word 
| bas 15 to be Interpreted Bifreviuen for thereſt ef the 
| | Bodily, Membgrs, Separately and. Abliracedly from 
the, = Wont 2 man tbauld exprels, bimlelf thus, 
The General. hath Remanded, or Countermanded his - 
Army, and Commanded them into, Winter Quarters, 
or the Maſter » the Houſe hath aan Fayre his 
Family, not to {tir out of his Doars within Night 3 Qr 
fweny of Davida, That whatſoever the King did; 
. | that pleaſed the Peop/e.; im ſuch Iaftances it 1s plain 
| by the Adjoyning words, General, Moſter of the Houſe, 
Kipg , that thole Colleftive words, Army, Family, 
People, are not : Colletively to, be: Underitoody but 
| Diſeretively, and Exclufrvely, that. is,.,that by rm 
onely, the Souldiers are Intended/'without their Gexe- 
ral ; by. Family,, are meant the' people of the Houſe, 
without intending the 4Zafter among them; by the 
People, 1s intended the SubjetFs onely, not the Aing and 
his Subjetts together. hog the Reaſon is Obvious, by 
ag 2 caule 
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cauſe the word frm, that is added by way of " 
ſition, and which 55 6n6'of the Crrndativin no: 
Diſcourſe doth Ry Imply, That the ColleRiye 
—- wordanſwering toit, and Relatively oppoting it, doth ' 
comain itsCorrelate in an Abftrated notion; that is 
the Multitude alone conneted and conjoyn'd to it as 
ts Original and Head, not the whole Community Cons- 
pounded (2s it were) of both the Correlative 7 erms. 
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* But where this Oppofite Term is not Expreſſed and' | 
Added, (which when it-is Expreſs'd, doth reftrain the | 
meaning of rhe word neceſſartly to one part of the Re- 
lation, it is very Unreaſonabte to' ny at Col- 
kive and General word otherwiſe than Rively 
and Generally in its juſt Latitude and natural Extent 
of ſignification, fo as to comprehend both the Rela- 
tive Terms within the —_— of its meaning or fig- 
nification, ſpecially when the Diſcourſe is abour that 
Safety or Profit, that Good or Conveniency, that Af- 
fe&ts and Concerns both Parties intended 'by both | 
thoſe Terms 5 This ___ opſcure ro may -of mean 
Capacities, bat the following Inſtances will-make ir 
clear: For Example then, If an Order honlFeome to 
the 4rmy to remove their Quarters Immediately, 
Leaſt otherwiſe the Enemy ſhould beat them up ; Or 
81 Order that Cora thould be inftantly houſed for the 
Þerrer ſupport'of the Family he were a very fool who 
would inow-eonelude by ſuch words were onely ce-. 
figned the Safcty and Preſervationof the Common Soul. 
'dter# ani Taferionr Officers, no Care or Reſpect being 
hedto the Security-of the Gerera/;.-or in the next In- | 
ſtance; thatthe Order reſpected the'Suppdrt and'Nou- 
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riſhment of the Wife, the Children, and the Servants 
of the Houſe, but intended not the Support of the 
Mafter of the Houſe, who is a Husband to the Wife, a 
Father to the Children, and a Lord and Maſter to the 
Servants, and for ſuch Reaſons ought principally to be 
Minded and Provided for among the frft of the Fami- 
ly ; Otherwile this would much reſemble his eaſe, 
who being under the Doors hand, and by him being 
adviſed to have a very ſpecial care of his Body for the 
future, ſhould hereupon diligently intend and take 
firi& care, that his Breaſt, and Stomach. his Thighes, 
and Legs, and Feet, ſhould receive Eaſe and Retreſh- 
ment, and Comfort, and at the ſame time fottiſhly and 
Rupidly negle& all Neceſſary and Due Care for his 
Head which is the more Horthy and Noble Member, 
becauſe his Phyſician in his Preſcriptions or Rules 
mention'd his Body ozely in-general, but did not in-par- 
ticular name his Head. 


But to come yet cloſer to the Point in hand, Suppoſe 
a party of Common Souldiers ſhould affirm the Safery 
of the Army were the Paramonnt Military Zaw, that 
their General ever commanded them out upon du- 
ties ſo Difficult and Dangerous, that except they in- 
tantly ſhake off his Yoke, and curb his Power, it is 
Odds if the precious Liberty of the whole Army be not 
Eternally Loft beyond recovery,and -_” ſuch a ſup- 
poſition taken-up of their own head, this Party ſhoy 
Cabal and Combine to Vindicate their beloved Liber- 
ty, and to Aﬀert it by force of Arms, Animating one: 
another notonely to diſobey the future Orders of their 
Generat, bfit in caſe-he will not tamely fee his Au. 
| thority 
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thority lighted,or ſaeakingly conſentto have it trans- 
ferr'd (they call it return'd) upon the whole Body of 
their Party, then by the general and common. Vote 
let him be Aſlaſſinated for his obſtinacy. Or Secona- 
ly, Suppole a parcel of Hoyſhold- Servants, whom St. 
Peter, 1 Ep. 2. 18. requires to, be ſubje not, onely 70 
Good and Gentle Mapers, but allo zo the froward, yet in 
Defiance of ſuch Spiritual and Scriptural Truths ſhould 


lay their Heads together, and Unanimouſly reſolve to 


obey [their Maſter no longer, but to turn him out of . 


Doors, and, by vertue of their own, Authority to give 
him a Bill of EjeAment out of his own houſe as a Ty- 
rant, and hereupon ſhould ſecure the Keys and Locks, 
and the Rich Furniture of his houle, and atter this In- 
ſolence yer proceed to Diſtribute and Divide among 
themſelves all his Perſonal Eſtate accorgipg to their 
own Supreme will and pleaſure, and then in Defence 
of themſelves, and in juſtification of ſuch Inexcuſable 
Proceedings, ſhould Impudently plead this Catholick 
and Fundamental Statute, (viz.) that Salus Populi, the 
#Pelfare of the Family is the ſupreme Oeconomical Zaw. 
What-Man of Commoa ſenſe would not confeſs ſuch 
Villanous practices were not deducible from - that 
Principle, which' (rightly underſtood) is very True 
and very Advantageous to the Whole Army, and the 
Whole Family ? yet One Egg is not more like another 
than their way of Arguing, (or Acting) who colour 
their Cjvil Seditions ih that ſtale pretence of the Safe- 
#y of the People, as if the Safety of the General were 
not included (4nd that after an Eminent manner, and in 
4 Extraordinary Degree) in the Safety of his Army, 
the Security and Weltfare-of the Maſter of the Hovle 


in 


” OW TEC UID U.ge a - 


"OW IC SISA uw a - 


N———— —  — —— MO ES 


b Copy 
in'that of his Family; -rhat of: the King in his People's 
Safety.' * To-be ſhort, it myſt be, and is confeſs'd, that 
the Sechrity and Proſperity and Peace of the King and 
SubjeFt is in Truth the Supreme Law, but the Security and 
Pveſperity of the Subject without Proviſion made for that 
of the Kine, is not that Law. 


Secondly, I affirm yet farther, tho I chink I have 
fully prov'd it in what goes before, that by this word 
People in this Maxim, neither the Subjeff without the 
King, nor the King without the Subjett ought ſeparately 
to be Unaerſtood ; yet] add, That whofo jeriouſly and 
ſoberly conſiders the Dignity or Quality of the Perſons 
concerned, or refle&s upon the Original of this Axiom, 
upon a deliberate confideration he cannot deny me 
this, (and ſome will wonder at it, no Doubt) that 
this Noted Maxim reſp:is more and provides rather for 
the Security and Welfare of the King, than eh the Subjett, 
if men are reſolv'd to Underſtand it no otherwiſe bnt 
in that Abſtraced abuſed ſignification, For, 


Firſt, the Primitive and [Ancient Fathers of the- 
Church (even then when there were yet no Chriſtian 
Kings, when Pagans governed the World) generally ac- 
knowledged Royal Majeſty to be Sacred, they reverenc'd 
their Infidel Kings as /mmediately' next to God himſelf, 
as his Vicegerents and Deputies, they made their Daily 
Vowes and offered up their ſolemn Prayers to Almigh- 
ty God for their Safety, their Proſperity, their Long 
Life in this World, they yet inſtru&ed their Reſpe- 
&ive Charges inthis Truth, That their Safety mainly 
dependetitzon the Safety and Welfare of bot Empe- 

| "rn, 
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Your or King thy an Infidel and a Heathen, and this they 
Inculcated with greater Affiduity, becaufe they per- 
ceived Aimighty God himſelf requires no leſs in divers 
places of Holy Writ, as might Eafly be proved if it 
were needful in ſo plain a matter ; which no doubt is 
the reaſon, that Good men were ever and are ſtill of this 
Temper and Diſpoſition, this Mind and Afection, this 
Perſwaſion and Fudgment, that in Dubious and Dange- 
Tous Caſes which concern the Public good, it is far 
more Conducible to the Common 7ntereſt, to ſave the 
fimngle Life of the King, than many T houſands of his Sub- 
jets , This thoſe Loyal [[raclites (who preſerv'd their 
Allegiance unblemiſh'd in that Execrable Rebellion 
of Fbſolon) openly avowed and profels'd in the face 
of the World, and to their Immortal Honour it is re- 
corded for a Rule to Poſterity and ſucceeding Ages, 
2 Sam. 18. 3. Bat the People Anſwered, Thou ſhalt not 
go forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for us,(or 
ſet their heart on #s,) neither if half of us die will they care 
for us, but now thou art worth 7 en thouſand of us &c. 
They Intended thus much who called their King (tho 
none of the beſt) the Breath of their noſtrils, - not in a 
way of Sycophancy or Flattery, or for perſonal Ends 
ad particular Jntereſt, but raught ſuch Exprefſions 
by the True and Impartial Spirit of God; thus the ho- 
ly Prophet Feremiah ſpake, a man ſantified from the 
Womb, Zam.4.20. Uling a very apt and proper Meta- 
phor, for that breath we ſuck in and ſend out by our 
Noftrils, is that Vital ſpirit of Life which doth bind 
Soul and Body together (as it were,) when it ceaſes to 
Inſpire and Operate,the Living Creature ceaſes Imme- 
diately to be {uch, it Expires and Dies inſtant as. 
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Let it be once more obſerved, That this Maxim 
which has made, and ſtill makes ſo great a noiſe in the 
World, was derived to us from the Romans, a Maxim 
then moſt in requeſt when that Government was i» 
the hands of the People, the whole Civil Juriſdiction 
was 1n the People, the Supremacy was Lodged in the 
Multitude, not in King or Emperour, or any Single 
Perſon or Houſe of Lords and Senators; whence it 
comes, that in the Hiſtorians of that Age or Time,and 
particularly in Cicero we meet with (o trequent men- 
tion of the Majeſty of the People of Rome, as being then 
2 meer Democracy, But in 4 Monarchy all the Laws 
and the Determination of Ambiguous clauſes and du- 
bious phraſes in Laws, all Jurildiion, Supremacy and 
Majeſty are inveſted, not in the People, but in the King 
or the Monarch , (ce then what the Safety of the People 
imported to-that People who held the Reins of Go- 
vernment in their own hands, which they ſufficiently 
intimated in & by thisMaxim INE ſame 
ſhouldrheSafety ofour Kingimport and fignifie to us who 
areGovern'd by «Monarch or Single Perſon.Of the ſame: 
value if we be but as zealous in the Detence of our 
Lawes by the Authority of this Aphoriſm (laving al- 
ways (as it is reaſonable and meet) the Analogy in tuch 
Different forms of Adminiſtration) of the ſame Value, 
I ſay, the Safety and Security of our Soveraign ought to 
be held among us,who do Unanimouſly Own and Ac- 
knowledg,-'and by the Laws of the Land are Enjoyn'd 
to own and acknowledg the Majeſty of England to be 
inveſted, not in the People, but in our Supreme Civil and 
Political Head the King. 
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And by this time from, the Premiſſes I judge it 
abundantly plain, that there is not, cither in the word 
Safety, nor the word People, that Force and Energie as 
may ſerve to juſtifie the wreſting this Law to the pre- 
judice of our King: wholo will add to theſe Premiſſes 
the remaining words Suprema Zex, the Supreme Law, 
and rightly interpret them, they will find that ſcarce- 
ly any thing could have been faid more ſtrongly and 
Nerwvouſly to Aſſert and Eſtabliſh. the Soveraign and 
Zndiſputable Power of Kings. 


For this Mode of Speech, The Supreme Law doth 
truly and neceſſarily ſuppoſe a Supreme Power, and 
it is conſonant to the higheſt and beſt Reaſon, that in 
all Governmeats there ſhould be a Power ſomewhere 
lodged that is Superiour to all IP ant 2s Laws, 
to which Power, {whereever 'tis found )it appertains 
to provide, and by its authority to procure, that the 
Commonwealth receive no damage, either through 


any deficiency onthe one hand, or through any rigo-. | 


rous obſervation of Laws on the. other, the reafon 
whereof is evident enough, becauſe the moſt prudent 
and politick of Governours cannot-foreſee all caſual 
uncertain circumſtances and accidental events that 
may happen in time tocome, nor fore-arm himſelf 
ſufficiently by good and wholeſome Laws at preſent, 
ſo-as nothing ſhall fall, out in his Goverameat,or that 
_ of his Succefſors,, inconvenient or prejudigial to him- 
felf or People, or both ; which. if4t ſhould happen. it 
may come to pals not through any default or defe&in 
the Laws, or the Law-maker, but {as Ariſtotle well ob- 
{ery d heretofore from themature of thoſe caſes which 
are 
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are to be bounged and circumlſcrib'd by Laws, which 
certain, it's utterly impoſſible to confine them all 


ſwer'd his duty, who hath Enacted and paſſed luch 
Conſtitutions as are for the moſt pert juſt and general- 
ly profitable and advantagious to the whole Commu- 


| nity, altho it may and frequently doth come topals, 


that thoſe Conſtitutions prove ſhort and defective 
through one ſudden. accident, or other in this. or that 
particular caſe which was not or could not then be 


zo One aLiberty and Power to exercile a certain kind 
of arbitrary Government, it is: impoſſible to find out 
an. efte&ual remedy whereby to divert that: ſtorm 
which may threaten the whole Country or Comman- 
wealth, and as impoſſible to confult and really pro- 
mote the Publique Safety. Thus is that which the 
ſubtileſt and moit politique Heads ever approy'd, and 
the beſt Reaſon ſtill, allows, ,7hat Legal Juſtice: ought 
to give place to Equity when and as oft as Neceſſity (pail fo 
require. Equity being (according'to 4ri/torle's defini. 
tion) nothing elſe byt rowur Sau #mriporope, the 
amendment, ghe correction, the mollifying or abate- 


[ment of ffridtand legal Juſtice, orofthe Law it ſelf, 


(as the ſame Philoſopher preſeatly. Explains his own 
words) 'ErarspSmue ' pu 1 Ada Sia m9 Xa HAg, 
ſupplying its defects in particular ;caſes, wherein the 
rea mr its. great latitude and generality of expreſ- 


fion it happens to recede "Ou Juſtice or the Publique 
T «+ ; 2 


good g 


eaſily foreſeen; in which caſe if there be not reſerv'd. 


being for the variety indefinite; (Thad-almoſt ſaid infi- 
ite) and becauſe depending upon futurity very ,un-- 


within the compaſs of certain-and determinate Rules - 
at firſt, ſo that, that Law-maker hath abundantly ao- 
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good ; for it is neceſſary that Laws be Enacted in Ge- 
Aeral terms with reſpe@to. what ordinarily happens, 
not to every particular caſe that way occur in the 
Lives and-dealings of Men ; To ſome of which the 
Law-maker fſhould 'endeavour to adapt the letter 
ofthe:Law ſo as the words might reach particular caſes 

in futurity, it would beim ſible fo 'to word thoſe 
| Laws but they would be Tound at laſt by ſad Experi- 
ence to diſſent either from Moral Fuftice or the Pub- 
lique Good, orboth. | 


This then being granted , that the ſafety of the 
people, that' is, the: Publique good doth require, that 
there be in the Common.wealth a certain Power Supe- 
riour to the Laws to ſupply their defects, it neceſſarily 
follows, (what Arifotle bas affirm'din his Politiques) 
that this ſupream Paramount Power appertains #0 him 
only whopreſides over the reſt and in whom the Sove- 
raignty is veſted, whether it be in oxe as in Monarchi- 
cal Chiorantaint fo as here iv England, or it be in 
many 'aS in other Countries, Ho/land; Venice &c, And 
now let's ſoberly' confider;it it be reaſonable or fit that 
Subjefts under the pretext ofpub/tqueZiberty dr thepubli- 

we Safety may with their Swordscut in pieces the 
Gordian knot of the Laws and theirAllegiance,& with 
a LuciferianPride', a Wild Fanarick igfolence tram- 
ple under'foot theMajefty ofLaws ant Kings together, 
and having ſo done in maintenance of fuchinexcbfa- 
ble villanies produce and plead the Authority of zhis 
 Axiom', Encouraging one another in their Conſpira- 
cies,and Seditious Plots,upon the Eftabliſh'd Govern- 
ment,” and congratulating their impious and IE 
: able 
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FableSucceſs by theAuthority ofthis ſaying/a/us popu 
&c. it ſeems ſtrange to me that men donot underſtan 
how in this Axiom is implyed, that the ſupream 
Magiſtrate hath a certain kind of power over the Laws 
themſelves, a power ſo extenſive and unlimited that he 
may (as oft as neceſſity requires it and the preſent dan- 

er will not admit delays) for the defence of him- 
{elf and Subje&s from the ſuddain incurfions or in- 
vaſlions of Foreign, and the Villanies of domeſtick 
Enemies by his Prerozative an the fulneſs of his power 
for a while d;/pence with the ſevere and literal obſer- - 
vation of his Laws; or at leaſt ſ#ſpendtheir force tor 
a time, leaſt by a zealous and unſeaſonable veneration 


. for, and obedience to them he ſuffer himſelf, his peo- 


ple, and the very Laws themſelves , to become a 
Prey to Forreiga or domeſtick Enemies. . I ſhall nor 
at preſent. meddle with that Quere whether the 
King be free from all obligation to thoſe Laws which 
were made or confirm'd by himſelf, approv'd by the 
conſent of his people, and afterwards gromally re- 
ceived by all, and how far he is obliged (ordinarily) 
to obſerve them, I ſhall conſider this another time. 
At preſent let's ſee, if the Soveraign may in any caſe 
wholly Extraordinary,and ab(olutely neceſſary for the 
good of his Subjz<&s undertake or Attempt any thing 
beſide the meaning or againſt the plaine purport and 
Letter of his Laws. ' 


That he may in ſuch a Caſe Undertake and At- 
tempt and Ad (and that with a ſafe Conſcience) .is 
plain from the clear Hiſtories of the Beſt of Kinps in 
all nations whatſoever all the wortd over. 

Secondly, 
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_- Secondly, It 1s agreeable. to the beſt reaſon becauſe 
of the Imperfe&tion and Defett of Laws in general, 
and the multiplicity and Uncertainty of future 
Events particularly, as was ſhewed above. 

Thirdly, What the Prophet Samwe! diſcourſed about 
the Power of Kings abundantly confirms it, #0r cau# 
that well be Tnterpreted otherwiſe thi ſome have even At- 
tempted that, 1 Sam. 8, 


But that no, doubt may remain to create further 
ſcruple & Diſorders in mens minds vpon this account, 
and about the ſubje& under Conſideration, I will beg 
leave to reduce this Darling,this beloved Principle to it's 
Original, and doubt not to prove to the ſatistaQtion of 


ſuch as are all moderate in their perſwaſions, and any ' 


whit ſober under their Prejudice, and prepoſſeſſions, 
that the Purſuit and Purchace of the PubliqueSaftty without 
re flexion upon or regard to the Laws, depend upon the ſole 
will of the King, no manner of way upon the pleaſure of the 
People. It 1 prove not this by theauthority of this 
very Axiom let me palsfor an /mpeſtor and be uni- 
verially branded for a betrayer of my cauſe, oneof 
the beſt cauſes'in the World, and for a Prevaricator 
and Traytor to my Country and the Liberties of at: * 


I have ſhew'd before that we receiv'd this Axiom 
from the Romans, I now proceed and add*that (accor- 
ding to the beſt of my Knowledg) the firſt place 
where it is recorded is in Cjcero's 34. Book de legibus,yet 
borrowed (as Cicero himſelfconfeſſeth) from the an- 
cient Statutes of that Nation, and by him tranſcrib' 
without the leaft yariation in the very words of tho 

x antient 
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antient Statutes. Cicero then having in his former 
Book recounted and explain'd the Laws appertaining 
to —___ and the worthip of their Gods; in his 
34. Book proceeds to enumerate luch as belong d to 
theCivil Magiſtrate,where among divers other periods 
he inſerts theſe, (and I pray let them be minded with 
all becoming diligence ;) Regio imperio duo ſunto, 
iique przeundo, judicando, confulendo, Prxtores, 
Judices, Conlules appellantor , Militiz ſ\ummum jus 
habento, Nemini parento, Ollis ſalus Populi ſuprema 
Lex eſto, 


Let two perſons govern this Kingdom (viz. that of 
Rome) let them bear the name of Pretors becauſe they are 
to go before the People, let them be ſtiled Fudges becauſe 
they are to Fudge and determine the ſuits and — 
that happen among the people, Zet them ao be named 
Conſuls, from that Advice and Counſel which is expetted 
they ſhould give their inferiours and SubjeRs , let theſe 
perſons have the Right and Power of the Militia at their 
Command, let them be Subjett to none, accountable to. 
wone, let the ſafety of the People be tothem the Supream 
Paramount Law. 


To them ? who are thele them? to whom doth 
thisPronoun them refer?tothem beyond all controver- 
ſy who were endowed with imperial or regal autho- 
rity, to them who had the power of the Militia in 
their hands, to them who acknowledged noEarthly 
Power above them to controul or over-rule their ai- 
ons, that is to both the Coaluls, who although ac- 
cording to- the conſtitution of that ns 

ey- 
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they were to govern but for a ſhort & determinate time, 
for a year only, yet they were impower'd for that year 
to Govern that Proud City and the {whole Roman 
Empire without any Co-orainates or Co-equals much 
lels Superiors or Proteftors. 


Come now all you that are Patrons and Abbettors 
of the Common-wealth Party, well withers to De- 


tences, examine every clauſe, weigh every Syllable, 
point, tittle, with the greateſt exacineſs and the ſtrict- 
eſt care,tell me if you can find here the leafttrat or 
print of any Power granted to ſubjects without the con- 
. ſent or command of their King either to proje&tor a& in 
contradiction or diſobedience to the Laws of the King, 
or to conclude or determine abont the ſafety of the 
people without his leave, doth not the whole tenor of 
Cicero's diſcourſe (words and matter) tend to this 
purpoſe, to prove that that Supream Authority which 
is above all pof tive Law, and conſequently that the whole 
care of the publiqne Safety belongs properly and primarily 
to him in whom the - ce. Soe, is Loaged, whoſe is the 
right of the Militia, and that power paramonnt which rex> 
ders hims ſubjett and accountable to none but God alone, 
that which Ariforle alſo affirms whoſe Judgment I 
therefore produce to ſhew the harmonious conſent 
of the Two Greateſt Writers in the two Learned 
Languages upon this Point ; Ae *"Apyorle , ay mr es, 
* ay m Th&vs wor. &c [tlies in his Power that rules the 
Common-Wealth,whether it be one as in a Monarchy, 
or whether they be many as in Ariftocracy or Demo- 
cracy it lies in his power 'who bears the chief. ow Pp 4 
| a 


mocracy, read and read over again theſe Entire ſen- * 
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ſtabliſh and determine thoſe matters which the Laws 
in being have not accurately, (that is) in particular 
caſes defined and determined,” becauſe it is a very dif- 
ficult, if not an Impoſlible thing to fareſee and pro- 
vide effecually againdd all ngular Events and par- 
ticular Circumſtances in. general words and at one 
time. 


 Objeftion, 


Here certain men may be ps ro ſuggeſt, that the 
caſe of SubjeRs is unreaſonably hard,if the fafety of aH 
ſodepend upon the Will of one man,that none beſides 
him may labour to ſecure the Publique good thoin 
eminent danger, for what if upon the ſuddain before- 
menare awarc of any Trouble, matters be arrived to 


ſuch a' pitious condition as will. not admit of a days 


reſpite -or delay for Conſultation, or the Royal Ziaz, 
the King at. the ſame time being {it may be) abſent 
ſo far from home as will require divers days time to 
attend him and ſpeak with him, in ſuch a Caſe whike 
the Subjects poſt to learn his pleaſure; while*they 
ſtay in. exſpeRation of his Orders and Commiſſion, 
computing alſo the rime their return will neceſlaril 

take up, their All, Common: Fealth and all is ruin' 


and undone. | This will be the' unavoidable "conſe- 


quence if it be abſolutely neceflary in ſuch diftance of 


. place, ſuch ſtreights of time, 'to wait the Kings con- 
ſent -and Command, 'and- men may not attempt or 
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anſwer, that ifthereſhoulg occurſuchs weighty 
and unavoidable necefity, in ſuchextremity (as 1s 
ſuppos'd) it ſeems to me nor «/togethey unlawful for the 
ſubje&t to «temps ſome thing without the Knowledg 
ofthe King, for neceſſity (as the Proverb runs) has no 
Law, yer 7 wtterly deny that that may be attempted or 

done which ſome men ſuppoſe Lawful to be attempted and | 
done in fuch  Extremties, 6 eee IF Joe 

And to make this ro I. affirm” in the firft | 
place z that / ebſolutely deny ſuch Megal "proceed- 
ings (tho pro hic et nunc in ſuch ſuppoſed Extre- 
mity.it may ſeem Warrantable and Excuſeable) are 
founded upon the Authority or true meaning of our 
pevſenr Maxim, which rightly Taterprered' and un- 
erftood: commits the whole Entire'care and Pyrſuir 

of the Publique ſafety to the King himſelf andto him | 

only, no way permitting it 70 the People in s Monar. | 

cby 5 |; phis $a. 10 MOEN and under which. we” may | 

v1; He jo | 

| 

| 


Secondly, L afium that, it 1s one thing tout 2gainſt | 
'the Laws without 'the knowledge or conſent of the Xing, | 
and that terguother thing to att againſt the Laws contrary | 
(40fhic; will angexpreſs Command; the firſt may be done | 
by-bim cþapincends and minds fitting conditions, 'the | 
lategr,czay not be, done. #pon any condition wherſorver | 
though never ſo ſpecious and plaulible, thobgh deer | 
fo popular and ſeemingly reaſonable. _— 4 
ApainlT affirm that there are two indiſpenſable con- | 
liens religiouſly and peceflarily to be _ d | 
Y 
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thoſe. Subjes M4. - ) d 

by.thoſe. Subjes, that have a mind to execute an 
be the Publique good without reſpe& to the 
obligation of the preſent Laws, and if any Subje&t 
ſhall preſume to a& any thing for that end without 
regard firſt andall along had to theſe two conditi- 
ons 'tis an unjuſtifiable a& not to be excuſed with that 
popularPlea of neceſſity ;how religiouſly and ſincerely 
they obſerved theſe conditions who were the Authors 
and Fomenters of the late Civil Wars and confuſions 
in this vos ag I do not hold my ſelf oblig'd to di- 
pute or con{ider;I could wiſhthey would be perſwaded 
ſeriouſly to conſider it and lay it effecually to heart 
who were perſonally engagd in thoſe combuſtions, 
and have not yet made their reckonings with the 
Supream and juſt Judg of the world, for that moſt 
horrid and execrable Rebellion, 


Thoſe indiſpen{ableconditions are two,firftthat who- 
ſoever applies hisShoulders to the fupport and ſtay of 
the Government rages) ras tottering as he pretends, 
when he does. this without the conſent of the Ki 
firſt had and obtain'd, let him be ſure not to aRt under 
that pretence 79 the prejudice of his Xing, jt being un- 
doubtedly certain, that it mainly concerns the pub. 
lique ſafety. zhat the Perſon of the King be ever eſtcens d 
Sacred and his Dignity Preſerv'd ftill imviolate. 


. .;The ſecondeandition F this, that nothing be aRec 
or :dane, or endeavour'd, to, be, acted ar done again! 
the Laws, and eftabliſhments of the Kin Yon Þy apy 
priyate. man without the conſent of King h 


and obtain'd, His conſe (:I mean), cicher Expr/e b 
at; 'Ez _ 


\ 
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wordof Mouth, if this may feaſonably and convenient- 
| Iy be had, or (if he be abſent and matters'arecometo 
x th point and paſs that they Abſolutely require Im- 
mediate Apprcotine of- means ) then his Conſent 
reaſonable grounds f Preſumption, and men may 'then 
preſume reaſona Pl ot the' Kings conſent; when 
the neceſſity -is ſo great, fo evident; and fo preſ(- 
ſing, as no. ſober or prudent perſon hath any juſt 
ground to doubt, but if his Majeſty were preſent upon 
the ſpot he would freely grant his Subjects (fo ating 
and ſo doing without his conſent) his Grace and free 
Pardon. Obſerving theſe Two Conditions except 
fome certain let or other ariſe from another cauſe (as 
from ſome particular circumſtances,) I affirm it law- 
ful for Subjects in their Kings and theirown'defence 
either againſt the incurſions or invaſions of Foraign 
Enemies or the Conſpiracies and Treacheries of Home- 
bred Rebels; to provide for the Commonſecurity and 
the general Welfare of the Kingdom both Xing and 
Subje,rather then ſuffer their King and themſelves to 
beirremedilesly Ruin'd through a IG regard 
to the words and' ſyllables of particular I'aws; which 
Lawswere therefore at firftEnaQed that they might be 
ſubſervient not prejudicial to theCommonlntereſt;the 
reaſon'whereof-isplain , becauſe the means/are conſi- 
der'd and uſed for the acquiſition ofthe end, not'the 
end for, the means,, and therefore the means ought to 
be produdtive of the 'end, not theend of the means, 
Bow the publique fafety- bearing the nature'of the 
end, the Laws of means, and it being indiſputably 
krue, that the end'is ever before;andever 'more defire- 
alc then the 'meatis /in the Hamm" 
ev p 


—_— 
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the Agent, Theſe'two'thitiginfallibly follow, 7hat the: 
common -bentfit of the Kingdoms is to be prefer d before all 
Nice ſuperſtitious obſervation of particu/er Laws, And, 
Secondly; that it may reaſonably be preſum'd that the 
Kipg apprehends as mach whois the principel Heent in the 
making of Laws/and conſequently; that be doth taritly ron+ 
ſent to have thoſe things done or to the doing of ſuch things 
(though there be no Addreſſes made nor Kemonſtran- 
ces ſent to him, repreſenting the grievances of the 
Nation) which without inirenching into\his:Prerogative: 
apparent neceſſity requires 'to be done' or-atfea for the com- 
20n g00d of King and People. Examples di this nature 
are trequent-in Hiſtories which I {pare to:/produce: 
as unneceſſary,the evidence of this truth being ſocleer 
and manifcſt as not to need them,only twill ialtance in 
one and no more. which is very remarkable; and ſuch: 
a one as is deſervedly Chronicled for thertteroal; Ho- 
nour of that Gentleman ' whowas the Subject of;'the: 
Story, which {hapned” in- our Kingdom: within the 
memory of divers yet alive: It was the worthy exam- 
ple-of the High Sheriff of Yorcefter Shire. ny 
- Tn" $very" Shire or- County. throughout England 
| ad annual or:iyearly! } rate appointed for 
certain'particular uſes e in the Law,-we call 
him High Sherifthis-office was firſt inftituted and he 
Commiſſion'd by the King to be the Conſervator or 
Preſerver of the publique Peace within his Juriſdici- 
on, *atid that he may be able to: execute that High 
Trift effe&ually, the Laws of the 'Land Grant him 
Power. to ſummon ahdcall out the Train'd-Bands of 
the County,' or to Levy and Raiſe moreand- freſh in 
pls of men'if' there be occaſion, andyo-March-with- 
5814.11) 98 in 
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in the bounds of his Juriſdigion inthe Head of theſe 
Forces, and: to: | in how. and \in_ what Poſture 
matters ſtand, when there is need for this; yet his 
Authority is fo limited that he muſt not tread without 
his bounds with fuch Strength-to attend bim. ,. After 
that by the ſingular. goodneſs-and providence of Al- 
mighty-God'that+Hellih pas rg Plot of the Gunpow- 
der-Treaſon was unexpectedly and miraculously Diſ- 
covered (a Treaſon tobe remembred and abominated 


to all Eternity)-'a few\'of the Principal of thoſe Gun- 


powder-Traytors-aſſembled and. met together. .in.the 
County of: #orcefter, the High: Sheriff of..which 
County ibeing a Stout man, and prudent, withall, 
Summons the Miri of the County and purſues thoſe 
Vagabond Conſfpirators as far as the Laws permitted 
him, 'where conſidering and fearing that if he ſhould 
rooſſtrictly heed the nicety of Law ,\terms,and ceaſe 
further purſuit in'obedienceto, and for fear of the 
edg and point of thoſe Laws;the Traytors would here- 
upon undoubtedly eſcape Juſtice, and that Vengeance 
they ſo juſtly.deferved ; hereupon he mage hold. f 
| nextConineyand ſoda be reduodthgſe Rodeo ith 
ne nty vida uedth; 1 
_ their Adherents and; Dependents , making. 4g 4 
Priſoners for: the 'preſent, and Aero cf 
(as the Law preſertbts): to their own place, 4,meay 
, their. patticular! priſons ;! concluding! and-+ 
, that he could do no le if he 'wopld dil 
chargerhe duty! of good Patriotand/act as becg 
yal-Commiſfioner or ty. of his Soveraiga.,. Hl 
Judg'd likea wiſe:and .man that -anexac obigr- 
vance' of every ff "of Law in hivthen Circum- 


ee rn OCs 


(31) 
ſtances -would: be highly unſeaſonable; that it was 
his duty to mind-pnd obey rhe Supream Law, to-endea- 
your theſecupity of bis Country, .the King,: and King- 
dom; 'and that all conſiderations ought-to give way 
tothe Welfare and Safety: of the Publique,King and 
People.” Having by. luch proceedings perfected 'his 
Honeſt and Loyal purpoſes according to: his hearts 
deſire, he further conſidered, that by his example 
the Authority of the Laws (as'they were Eſtabliſh'd) 
might in time to come. be vilified and expoſed to the 
inſolencies of :ambitious [deſigning disloyal Crafty 
perſons/{perſons- not regarding," or at beft not-con-+ 
fdering,; that' what ithar'worthy 'Gentleman | did 
was 'done out of pure neceſſity )''and- withall 
weighing (for he very well knew) 'to'what heavy 
Puniſhments Tranſgreſſors of ' the Laws are obnox- 
ious if Authority--ſhould inflia-thoſe Puniſhments 
which the rigor-of 'the Law in fuch a caſe will 
warrant; the'-good-inan thereapon —_ it nor 
Prudence to-rely upon the inward: Teftimony. of 
his own Conſcieace ; andto acquieſce in the affure- 
anve-of his own-innocency; and to confide in'* the 
Merit of the- good: Service he had 'done- his King 
and Country, but reſolve he did, and that betimes, 
wiſely [to provide not only for his future ' Perſonal 
Security , but alſo thought 'himſelf in duty bound 
to take all: due:care that his example might not be 
a prefiderir' for orher ' men of bad Principles to juſtifie 
their Sediridus jnſurretions and Rebellious purpoſes: 
in purſuance bf 'which' He immediately poſts tothe 
King'(\ it \wiis' Aivg'-Jawes-of: happy Memory) and 
Kneeling before his Majefty-he bumbly- beg'd Pardon 


for 


(32) 
for his late, though neceſſary, yiolationiof his Laws; 
Ro was pleaſed fioronly-to forgive him that a& 


Prudencein this his _ ſubmiſſion, as well asfor 
that his Loyalty in his ſeaſonable proſecution and ſuc- 
ceſsful appppeafion of thoſe pa Enemies v the 
Ting EA ms. G4 + 


| 'By this RT ruſt ok adi "thi {alas Populi &. 
may be' better. underſtoad then heretofore it eyer was 
by moſt that have now: read this diſcourſe, which was, 
thus-indufirioufly lengthened-that the mouths of jim- 
pertinent and unreaſonable men: might be ſtop'd who 
as Solomon ſpeaks ''Prov. 30.33'9 wring the Noſe 
*cil they bring forth Blood z Irmean _ by mor ViO- 


leat- and extorted inopenetios ofan 4 horiſm jn 
it leif truly ond and Loyal CifI oy GifTmay@ ſpeak Aarn ſure 
it is fuch 1 hey conſdexedagd underſions 
teachilt hoc txteen Hundred years ſtand- 


ing to countenance : Seditions',;,, Rebellions,,; Civil 
Wats; &c. to Legitimate aod juſtjfie the illegal uppar- 


donable Treacheries of turbulent ancaſie ungaverpa- 


una ior aguaſt their Lawful Prigce. to Into 
(15 i It 5 

"To ade: in fow ends, the Subſtance LI this 

. whole diſcourſe amountsto thus much :;, put the caſe 
that ſome certainprivate perſons be damnified ig'their 
- wage of. Eſtaces,, or: choth x: let iti! be: granted, 
that theye ocqur' in the prelent - 
grievances injurious to the Jubje, and qo pt frag 
Ball for Cognizance' and: redreſs; It-it-be: er 
g_ that theſe guievances-ate nof remedied,all this 


 iſobedierioe bur. ro commenid him. for, his 


Kings, Reignalivers 
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will not Juſtifie that private perſon, or thoſe private 
perſons, be it one or be they many, who-upon this ac- 


count thall immediately berake themſelves to extraor- 


dinary illegal and violent rernedics though under this 
plauſible and-popular pretence that otherwiſe the ſafety 
of the people is in danger. | 


But on the other hand if there be a well grounded 
and juſt fear that the Kingdom may be,or is in danger 
by the Invaſion of Foraign Enemies or the Inſurrecti- 
ons of Domeſtick Rebels and Traytors, unleſs ſome- 
thing be ſpeedily attempted ( it may be } inconſiſtent 
with the Laws of the Government: in ſuch Caſes 
it is lawful forthe King by virtue of his Prerogative, 
itis lawful for the Subje&t upon an expreſs Decla- 
ration, or a rational preſumption of the Kings con- 
fent (and what will make it rational, I have thew'd) 
I fay it is lawful for the Subje& in ſuch an extre. 
mity to recede from all nice and curious inter- 
pretation of particular Laws, provided he mean ho- 
neſtly , and as becomes a Loyal Subjet and a 
good Patriot , onely to defend his Country, 
and to promote (by ſuch endeavours and attempts) 
the ſafety and welfare of the King and people es that 
which is in Truth (atul nothing but that) the Supreanm Pa" 
ramount Zaw. | 


F Salntem 
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Ow Populi RE: Row. ' 
ſupremam eſſe LD quis dixerit 


nif aut Fatuus aut Impoſtor ? Famuus 


f: ipſe fsbi ſic dicenti fidem habeat, H 
non habeat, Impoſtor. Sand', 


ErkRaTa. 


\ Page 6. 1, 3+ r. Cen, /. 24. r. Villains, p. Se be 4, Te morn. 22, 
64 2s re Impoſtor. 


